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EFORE any juſt Obſervations can be 
made upon the two Heads which we 
are now to conſider, it is abſplutely 


to the general Knowledge of the State of the 
Commerce between Englayd and France, as it 
now ſtands; and this cannot be done ſo as to 
give him a clear Underitanding in the reading 
either the Treaty it ſelf, or theſe Conſiderations, 
without letting him Know what the Meaning o 


the Tariff of 1664, and che Tariff of 1699, ſo 


often now to be made mention of is, and as far 

as will conſiſt with the Brevity of this TraQt, to 
give an Abridgement of thoſe Tariffs, as they 
concern 'the preſent Treary of Commerce, 
The Neceffiry of underſtanding theſe Things per- 
fectly before we can make any. Judgment of the 
Matter in hand, is ſuch, that ic ſeems ghe moſt 
natural Introduction that could poſſibly de made 
to the Work, and without which, however the 
Book is written in Engliſh, it would be an un- 
known Tongue to moſt of the Readers, and 
might as well have been written in .Arabick, or 
any other Language or Character which no bod 


could underitand. ty 
4 ; 1 4 | ke , * | T* 22 5 . $1 If N 
"A TARIPE 
1 2 g 
o er een 


+ 


{ * 9 © ® I , * . 
3 N : 0 . w Ah. EY "73 1 =. Y 
* y b T 2 0 N 
5 « > * 2 N TY 
* . 4 * ** 6.x & i * 1 1 N > 
* 
2 N 


neceſſary to let the Reader à little in- 
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1 TARIFF in in 1 French, as it ma beſt be 
expounded to us in a Trading-Dialect, is no 


my or leſs than 4 Book 75 Rates, eſiabliſhing | 


— 15 exported an 
e am, nd Jd the ow m br Fries; 
1 is true, Fe ak litera V, it is the Acts 
| 7 £2 ublick. Hot city, from whence the Books 
| ates are core ted, 97 _ Books of Rates are, 
tain ch bſtract ts of the. 105 of Parliament, by 

whi ole. 95: are ellabliſh'd, and cherefore, 
as, our Laws of Cuſtoms are called Acts of Par- 
liar ſo boſe.» in 1 Wi are called Ep du 


Aach befween rYance and other 
Ea and. to 4 che Tariff between France 
and Holland, or between France and En ane &c. 
is 0 * onlenſe, or 7h, M is much che lame 
thing, ay jnihg E Purpoſe, with this 
Fxcepion a on at in feveral Treaties of Coni- 
ICE. K here 821 been Ag reements made, and 
Aae fer d juto, eſp eis y between France 
and the, (Heber Genera, b which the Duties of 
I have been fr duſted, re e 
in Wels 12 the Tariſſs in France, for- 
_— y made, have been made the — 
uch particular Additions, reſpecting the 
Ducies of 150 h or {ach Goods, about which Foy | 
ave. 


119 5 9 a aw 9385 to think chefs 


630 
have ig treated and made any Anteratiot. Of 
this Wwe have an Example; after the Treaty of 
 Refwick, when,” by a ſeparate Treaty ot Trade, 
tho* in former Cafes the Duries in general were 
adjuſted, yet new Agreements were made for fun- 
. a cio, the reſt being refer d to the Tariffs'sf 
| 2905 Years, and this 92 called indeed Tarif Ar- 
| riſt Entre la France & la Holl ande: This Was 
the Ith of December 1699. 

kt is neceffary farther, as an mtrodbetios 60 
this Diſcourſe, to obſerve that the general Tariffs, 
or Book of Rates, which have been made and are 
refer d to in the preſent Treaties ff and chus: That 
of 1664, was the molt general, in which the Engr 

Merchandiſes and Manufactures paid, upon their 
 Iportation into F/4þce, very moderate 12 :; 
WS of. our Woollen ManifOtores : 


I » | 
1227 
NMI. 


Engliſh Cloth: the Piece qt. 25 Elle eiter 


Dat C orhs, or ozens, 16 Livres. 

Stockens Worſtedl, per Dozen. 1. v7 

Serges, the Piece dt. 20 Els 8 Livres, 
. Cloth Serges, _ | 15 Els, ro | 


Scotch Serpes and Shaloons, 25 Efts, 2 Live b. 


And the like of other Merchandiſes. Theſe 
Duties were enlarg'd in the Year 1699, and by 
an Arreſt du Conſeil di Eſtat, 6. Sept. 1701, an en- 
tire Prohibition of our Woollen Manufadtures 
Was publiſh'd, and new extravagant Duties laid 

out choſe which were allow $ to If eh ter d. 
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A TARIFF; in the French, as it ma beſt be 


» — 


— to us in a Trading-Dialect, is no 
* or leſs by: a Book 7 Rates, eſtabliſhing 

n ported an 
pe th Fade 4 ht $i Hoy of France: 
It is true, 2 peak literally, it is the Acts 
| 4 ublick. ac 44 from, whence the Books 

15: * e.colleC Books of Rates are, 

ſo,n bſtracts of he 105 of Parliament, b 
ict wk Rates are cllabliſh'd; and cherefore, 
2 our To of Cuſtoms are called Acts of Par- 
ment, ſo thoſe. in, Farce are called Edit, di 
oY, Declaration au Roz \ Ordonnance du Roy, A 
 du.Conſeil d, Etat di „ Roy, and the like; and 
85 Collection of "the! mM, into a Body 1 call d in 
zch Recgeil des. ati) fr, Be. and Table de 7. arif 
Fells & Reglems ems das 277 dt Entree & Sortie, 
.\ that i is in Eve iſh.a Book of Rates, + and nothing 


2. i 
It, there! ore 4 Vulgar Ertor to think theſe 
0 15 are rea q ag e, and other 
Nations, and a + Tari berween France 
and Holland, or 7 55 and Es 1 c. 
is 10 44 lonſenſe, . or Rick h is much che lame 
thing, Jay nothing ro the Purpoſe, with rhis 
2prion 1 Thac in feveral Treaties of Com- 


1 there ve been Ag 95 8 5 made, aud 
9 J ines, 0 y between France 


R Ree 985 „by which the Duties of 
hang! es. have been n Aa reſpectively; 
Ind in thele Treaties the arifls in France, for- 
merly made, have been made the Foundation, 
with ſuc ee Additions, reſpecting the 
h or ſũch Goods, about which wy | 

| ave. 
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have then treated and made any Aneratiol. of 
this we have al Example; after the Treaty of 
N wick, when, . Banki Treaty ot Trade, 
ws in former Caſes the Duties in general were 
a det new Agreements were made for fun- 

dry thivgs, the reſt being refer'd to the Tariffs'sf 
ot Years, and this was called indeed Tarif Ar. 
reſte Entre la France & la Holl aridte This was 
the $th of December 1699. 

It is neceffary. farther, as an Inttodüctioß 60 
this Diſcourſe, to obſerve that the general Tariffs, 
or Book of Rates, which have been made and are 
refer d to in the prelent Treaties fl and chus: That 
of 1664, was the molt general, in which the Engliſh 
edge and Manufactures paid, upon their 
Importation into F/4kce, very moderate TOE : 
Ne of our Woollen MaoifEtiires : 


N mp 7 
N e. 


Fine Engl. ſs Cloth: the Piece qt. zu, 40 Livres, 


Half Clochs, or 6zens, 16 Lid res. 
Stockens Worked, per Doxen. "10Sols, 
Serges, the Piece qt. 20 Els, 8 Ei 


Cloth Serges, _ 15 Els, vo Lwre 
Seotch Serges and Sbaloons, 25 Elts, 2 Uivtes. 


And the like of other Merchandiſes. Theſe 
Duties were enlar rg'd in the Year 1699, and by 
an Arreſt du Conſeil de Eſtat, G. Sept. 1701, an en- 
tire Prohibition of our Woollen ee 
Was Publith'd, and new 10% 7b Bo Duties! aid 
e thoſe ABA were allow'd to be eb ter” d. 
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3 "Theſe. Things being neceſſary, to premiſe. by 
way of Introduction on the Side of the French, it 


may ſuffice on the other Part to obſerve, that by 
| ſundry Acts of Parliament made on ſeveral Occa- 


ſions, and with various Proſpects in England, ſeve- 
ral additional Duties, and ſome Prohibitions have 
been laid upon and againſt the Goods and Mer- 
chandiſes of the Growth of France, 'be | 
general Prohibicion, or final Stop, of Intercourſe, 

r Commerce between che two Nations, occa- 
fon'd by che Accident of the War. 
As to particular Prohibitions, the chief are 
choſe firſt againſt Alamodes chene in ſa · 
vour of the Company, who have erected the Ma- 


* 


nufactures of that kind here, and Who, if thoſe 
Prohibirions, bad not been made could not have 


ſucceedec. 


Alſo, that for a Prohibition of all wrought 
Silks, for the Encouragement of the Broad. Wea» 
vers in England, and without which they muſk 


have been reduc d, if not quite ruin d. 
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The high additional Duties were ſuch as tio 


cipally relpect the Wines and Brandies imported 


hither from France, which by the {eyeral, Acts of 


Parliament eſtabliſhing choſe. Duties amount, at 


this time as follows: 
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Theſe Duties being ſo. great as to be equal al- 


wolff to 4 Prohibition, ſtand as an Equivalent to 
the Impoſitions which the Frexch have laid upon 
| oy rs, and is the Foundation, of the preſent — 5 
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STATE and Cox DTITiox 
OF OUR 


TAXES, 


INCE, the coming vver of the Rim, the 
fitting out of a Fleet tor that Purpoſe, the 
Deficient Funds, the flagrant Rumour of a 

New War, with ſeveral other Circumſtances, will 
neceſſarily draw a farther Charge upon the Na- 
tion, it lies upon us to conſider by what Methods 

any New Taxes can be levied without burdening 
our Selves, and to be very Cautious what Per- 
ſons we make Choice of to Repreſent us in the 

enſuing Parliament. The King has promiſed to 
make us a flowriſhing and happy People, his Regard 
for our Welfare and Proſperity ſeems to antici- 

pate all other Conſiderations; and if we make a 
right Uſe of this Election, we need not doubt 

his Majeſty's Concurrence with his Parliament. 


A 3 But 
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But before I proceed, it may not be improper 
to conſider the State of the Nation, as it now is, 
or has been for ſome Years ; the Grievances and 
Oppreſſions we have laboured under, and the 
Sources and Reaſons that occaſioned them ; to 
obviate, if poſſible, the like Miſcarriages for the 
future, and that ſince, accotding to Tenor of 
the Engliſh Proverb, We have been once Burnt, to 

preyent our falling a ſecond time into the Fire. 
When we entred into the laſt War, we had 
little or no Time to recover our Selves from the 
Calamities a former War had brought upon us, 
and ſuch a Severe one too, as was never known 
in our own, and ſcarcely- perhaps in any,other 
Age or Country. Our Exchequer was empty, and 
our Nation mortgaged for ſeveral Years to come, 
to defray the Expences of the War, our Landed 
and Trading Intereſt impoveriſhed by an z/ Peace; 
and what was the worſt of all, we had thoſe at 
Home as ready to Diſpute the Queen's Prerogative, 
as her Enemies to Diſpute ber Title: It muſt be 
owned we were a brave and hardy People, to un- 
dertake a War under ſuch Circumſtances, and 
Poſterity perhaps may think onr Conrage ex- 
ceeded our Conduct in ſome Meaſure. 3 

I ſhall not inſiſt at preſent on the Conduct of 

the War in reſpect to our Allies; what Propor- 
tion we bore, how the Stipulations were perfor- 
med on their Part, and in what Manner we har- 
raſsd the Enemy in Spain and the Weſt Indies; as 

alſo how beneficial a Land War muſt neceſſaril 
be to our Maritime and Naval Power, the Life 
of our Frade and our Commerce; Theſe are 
what are obvious to every one, and what other 
Authors have largely treated on; It is ſufficient 
| to 
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to my preſent gubject, that we expended above 
Threeſcore Millions, and ſo far Exhauſted our 
Blood and Treaſure, that any Peace was become 
Neceſſary ; and if we had carried on the War 
another Year or two, we had brought our Selves 
below the Slavery of Wooden Shoes, or the moſt 
diſmal Conſequences of Arbitrary Power. 

But it is not only becauſe through Weakneſs, 
Inadvertency, or ſomething Worſe, we have 
drawn upon our Selves ſuch Incumbrances, which 
we or our Forefathers never knew, and which 
we and our Poſterity may be never able to Diſ- 
charge, that is our preſent Grievance ; but the 
Inequality of the Taxes, and the Way of raiſing 
them, which unleſs Redreſſed, may be attended 
with Inconveniencies of ſuch a Nature, as Iam 
afraid to mention. 


This is what Sir Charles Sidley juſtly complained 
of even in the Infancy of the War: ft is a 
t ſad Reflection, ſays he, in the Houſe of Commons, 
& that ſome Men ſhould wallow in Wealth and 
% Places, whilſt others Pay away in Taxes the 
de fourth Part of their Revenue, for the Support 
te of the fame Government. We are not upon 
« equal Terms for his Majeſty's Service, the 
« Courtiers and Great Officers Charge as it were 
« in Armour, they feel not their Taxes by Rea- 
« ſon of their Places, while the Country Gen- 
„ tlemen are Shot through and through by 
% them. His Majeſty ſees. nothing but Coaches 
te and Six Horſes, and great Tables, and there- 


« fore cannot imagine the Want and Miſery of 


t. the reſt of his Subjects. 


: | That 


bee” 
— 


«a 


* N K i 
— —— 2 — 4 — — 32 eg, i | * 2 * F Lad 4 ww * 


K 4 N a 
—— 2 —— 2 Adele — — eee 
{ wy 8 
* 
3 
£ 


70 That Taxes are neceſſary, and onght to be 


raiſed on juſt Occaſions for the Good of a Com- 
munity, is what every One who has any Notion 
of Government, maſt allow; but on the other 
hand, that they ought to be laid equally on all 
People in Proportion to their Wealth and their 
Eftates, is highly, Juſt and Reaſonable. It is 
Matter of Complaint, That the Land Tax it ſelf 
is very unequally divided, but take the Landed 
Intereſt in the whole, never any Part of a Com- 
munity were dealt with ſo Unjuſtly: Thoſe who 
have had their Education at Court, or among 
the Funds, can never conceive the Streights the 
Country Gentlemen were put to, by the Scarcity 
of Money, and the Poverty of their Tenants 3 
and it is enough to create an Uneaſineſs among 
them to be uſed in ſuch a manner, when they have 
ſows at leaſt the fame Loyalty and Obedience 
to their Sovereign, the ſame Deference and Incli- 
nation to the Houſe of Hanover, the fame Anti- 
thy to Tyranny and Arbitrary Power, and the 
me Zeal for their Religion and Liberties as any 
of their Fellow Subjects. The Landed Man in 
paying willingly his Quota, conld have ao other 
iew than our Religion and Liberties, and the 
Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hanover; but as to 
thofe who raifed vaſt Eſtates out of the 


* 
- 
9 


Funds by the Exorbitant latereſt of their 


Money, their Hopes undoubtedly were founded 


upon other Ends than the Common Cauſe, or 


Proteſtant Succeſſion ,, and notwithſtanding their 
Fretences, their own private Intereft agd Ad- 
vantage was the Zenith of their Wiſhes. 
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Can we believe that a Few or a Papi/* can de- 
clare themſelves for the Proreſtant Sucteſſion, or a 
New War, as ſome of them have done, on any 
other Grounds than their own latereſt ? Or, is 
It poſſible to ſuppoſe, that the Settlement of 
the Proteſtant Religion is their only Aim, and 
agreeable to their Wiſhes ? Let the Landed and 
the Monied Intereſt be Taxed equally, and then 
let us fee who are the Men who are for * | 
ing on the War, for humbling of France, for 
enlarging our Trade, and for Supporting his 
Majeſty and his Government: Let us both Con- 
tribute equally, and it will ſoon appear, who 
are the Friends, and who the Enemies, to our 
preſent Settlement, the Government will be ſoon 
convinced ho are the Fatobires and High Flyers. 
f ever there is a Neceſlity for a Naval War, 
we are willing to pay our Four Shillings in the 
Pound upon the Land; and we Challenge the 
Monied latereſt, thoſe pretended Loyaliſts and 
Patriots to do the ſame. The ſame Men who 
for Twenty Years together have paid the Fifth 
Part of their Eſtates for the Security of our 
. Conſtitution, are unqueſtionably prepares to 
Sacrifice their Lives and Fortunes in its Defence; 
But what have thoſe who Style themſelves their 
only Friends contributed ? What is it they have 
done for the Houſe of Hanover ? For 1 will be 
bold to to fay, that it is owing only to the 
_ Geatlemen of the Landed Intereft, whom they 
have branded with all the Names of Infamy and 
Scandal, that his preſeat Majeſty is upon the 
Throne, and the Pretender incapable of giving 
us the leaſt Diſquiet. Nay, to that Degree has 
the Land contributed toward ſapplying the Exi- 
vt B gences 


eee. 


gences of our Affairs, that was the whole Reve- 
nue of the Funds for Seven Years. to come ſet 
apart to defray the Expences of another War, 
and the Land indemnified from all Taxes, I 
much queſtion, whether at the End of thoſe 
Seven Years, the Monied Intereſt would have 
any Reaſon of Complaint: They have paid 
nothing at preſent, but inſtead of that, have | 
made a Prey of the Neceſlities of the People; | 
and certainly it is but highly. Reaſonable, if 
there ſhould bo any further Occaſion of Expence, 
and we ſhould engage in another War, that 
they ſhould furniſh their Quota in an equal at 
leaft, if not in a greater Proportion, than their 
. Neighbours. This would be but the higheſt 
_ A& of Juſtice, it would be but Reſtoring to the 


| Nation what they have taken from them, it | 
would be but Lending them their own, and | 
| „Pending a Part in the Service of the Govern- 

f ment, when the whole was got by their Favour 

and Connivance. 


I Every Thing that is capable of raiſing Money 
| is Taxed as far it will bear; Coals, Candles, 
| Soap, and Leather, pay a Duty for ſeveral Years 
to come, almoſt, to the entire Deſtruction of 
. the Poor; the Window Tax is injurious to the 
middle Sort; the Cuſtoms to the Merchants; 
. and the Land and Malt Tax, with all the reſt, 
to the Gentlemen and Freeholders, , .. 
Ik a General Exciſe, and any other Proviſion 
- for an equal Tax may be feaſible, .no Man ſhall 
more readily Embrace it than my ſelf ; but 
until ſome ſuch Project can be found, 1 ſhall 
inſiſt on the Propoſal I have made, and I'll 
- $8gage $0 ſkew, chat it will be ſo far from be- 
rn 8 
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ing Prejudicial to the Trade of the Nation; 
that tis the only way to Encourage and Sup- 
port it. 

The Decay of Trade, and the Ruin of the 


Merchants, have not been occaſioned ſo much 


by the Chances and Misfortunes that have befel 


them from their Enemies at Sea, as from their 
turning their Caſh into a new Channel, and the 
Encouragement given them by the Government 
to doit. During the late War, few or no Con- 
voys were allowed the Merchant Men, in 
order to divert them from venturing Abroad, 
and that the Owners might the more readily 
throw their Money into the Funds; for it is 
Natural to fuppoſe, That any Man would ſooner 
employ his Fortune,where he could make Twen- 
ty or Thirty per Cent. of it with Safety, than 
expoſe it to the Dangers of the Sea, or the Vi- 
* gllance of Privateers. From hence it is we may 
Date the Ruin of our Trade; for by theſe Means 
our Merchants left their Correſpondents by De- 
grees to other Nations, who took hold of the 
Ta till at length we loſt them entirely, 


and inſtead of the moſt flouriſhing Nation in 


the World, our Trade was in Money; we were 
become Inconſiderable Abroad, and a Nation of 
Stock- JIobbers at Home. And from hence it is, 
I mean, from this Propoſal, that we may recover 
it again; when the Merchant ſhall find that his 


Purſe and his Coffers are ſooner filled by bis 
Buſineſs, than by Stock-Jobbing, he will readi- 


ly purſue it, and Trade as readily recover from 
its Conſumption. Give but the leaſt Diſcou- 
ragement to Stock-Jobbing, and the Trading 
and Landed Part, which I may call the whole 


B 2 Nation 


— _ 


Nation without Impropriety, will ſoon be ſen- 
{ible of their happy and flouriſhing Condition. 
Thoſe Perſons who are concerned in the 


Stocks, if they conſider rightly, will never Ob- 


ject to ſuch a Tax; the Trader will feel the 
good Effects it has upon the Exchange, and the 
Country Gentlemen the Improvement of his 


Eſtate z and if there are any who are concerned 


neither in Trade, nor Land, they ſhould reflect 
on the happy Inflaeace it will have upon the 
Stocks themſelves, and the Security it will af- 
ford them. 


Four Shillings in the Pound upon the e 


will amount to about Six hundred thouſan 


Found per Annum, or thereabouts, to the Go- 
verament; ſo that whatever Changes happen, 
the Government will always be obliged to Sup- 
port them, if it was only for the Sake of their 
Revenue. If we ſhould have no more Occaſion 


for Supplies, thoſe whoſe Fortunes are in the 


Funds, will enjoy the Benefit, together with the 
whole Nation ; but if through the Iniquity of 
the Times, we ſhould be forced to bring a far- 
ther Charge upon our Selves, by theſe Means 


the Funds will be upon the ſame Eſtabliſhment - 


with the Land, and becauſe the Goverment will 
receive from each of them a Fifth Part of their 
Income, it will be equally their Intereſt to main- 
tain them. 

It is the common Cry indeed, That touch the 
Stocks, and People will never lend a Peny for 
the future; and it had been happy for the Na- 
tion if they neyer had, and Poſterity had bleſ- 
ſed us for it; but this common Cry can never 
row in to ang Argument, or have any 1 
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with the Legiſlature, for the Annual Income of 
our Revenue, ſuppoſe we ſhould-unfortunare- 
ly be engaged in another War, would by this 
Propoſal, withont running us into Debt, be 
ſufficient for the Payment of our Forces. The 
Malt Tax, and Four Shillings upon Land, and 
upon the Funds, will ariſe to near Three Mil- 


lions Annually, which will Equip us a Fleet 


that ſhall be a Match for all the Fleets of Eu- 
rope put together; and no Man, I believe, who 
is acquainted with the Situation of our Iſland, 
can ever think a Land War for our Advantage, 
eſpecially after ſuch repeated lnſtanccs of its 


Effects. 


The Author of the Preface to my Lord Ca- 
rendon's Hiſtory, very well obſerves upon this 
Head: Well may other Princes and States, 
* ſays be, whoſe Situation requires it for their 
t own Security, find it their Intereſt, for the 
% Preſervation of their Credit and Reputation 
among their Ncighbours, to keep in Pay great 
& Numbers of Land Forces, in which they are 
& Vying with one another, and Boaſting who 
© can Raiſe his Thouſands, and who his Ten 
© Thouſands ; but they will be found but Towns 
& Stateſmen for our Government, who can think 
© it adviſeable, That the Strength of this 
„Aland ſhould be meaſured by Proportions fo 
© unſuitable to its true Glory and Greatneſs." 
And again, continues be, to reflect a little 
on the Circumſtances of our own Nation, 
& That whereas the Fleet of England has been 
* Renowned through ſo many Ages for the 
Honour and Security of this Kingdom, in 

| © 'thelc 
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* thefe latter Days, by an unaccountable Im- 
© providence our Care has been more Induſtri- 
uwufly applied to the Raiſing great Numbers 
of Land Forces, than in Maintaining and 
Supporting the Glorious Ancient Bulwarks of 
our Country; and when we have to do with 
an Enemy whom we fo far excel in Strength 
at Sea, that with a little more than ordinary 
Application, we might hope to Reſtrain his 
E-xorbvitant Power by our Naval Expeditions, 
we have imployed our greateſt Induſtry, and 
„ yaſt Expence, to attack him by Land, in that 
« Part, where, by the Strength of his nume- 
ce rous Garriions,. he muſt be at leaſt for many 
* Years invulnerable.“ 
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Indeed, if our Revenue had been well Hus- 
banded, when we firſt engaged againſt France, 
believe we might have carried on the War ſuc- 
cefsfully, and without borrowing upon Loans 
But when we had once plunged our Selves, our 
Debts tncreafed on us, together with the Cor- 
ruptions of thoſe through whoſe Hands the 
Revenue circulated, till at length we were 
cruſhed beneath the Load we had laid upon our 
Selves. It may ſome Time or other perhaps be 
demonſtrated, That out of the Threeſcore Mil- 
lions we expended, above half of it, either 
through Deſign, or Neglect, was Miſpent, or 
Mifapplied, or Remains to this Day unaccoun- 
red for. | 

All Circumftances cor.fidered, it is amazin 
to conceive after what manner this poor Na- 
tion has fuffered, and been abuſed; We were 
drawn at irſt into a War with little or no Rea-' 

| fon; 
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ſon; we have ſince disburſed above Threefcore 
Millions, with little or no Advantage to our 
Selves, and without ſo much as propoſing an 
Equivalent, if we had obtained the moſt San- 
guine of our Wiſhes ; The Subſidy that was ap- 
propriated for our Expences, was raiſed out of 
but one Half of the Nation only, and even 
there it was unequally divided, while the other 
was Enriched, and Indemnified from Taxes, and 
out of the Threeſcore Millions that were raiſed, 
the major Part was Embezzeled and Miſpeat 3 
But to compleat the whole, and leaſt we might 
want any Thing to add a Weight to our Mis- 
fortunes, thoſe very People who Impoveriſhed 
themſelves, and out of whoſe Pockets the Sup- 
plies were granted, without which our Coaſtt- 
tution had been no more, muſt be treated as 
Enemies to the Government by the Drones of 
the Nation, and thoſe who had lived upon the 

Spoils of their Labour. 
It muſt be confeſſed indeed, that we had late- 
ly ſome Great Alen at the Helm who refuſed to 
give into this Management, and whoſe Memo- 
ry, notwithſtanding the 1:/repreſentations they 
may lie under at preſent, will be ever grateful 
to us. The untainted Loyalty of the Duke of 
Ormond, his Concern for his Country, and that 
Greatneſs of Soul which is Hereditary to his 
Family, reflect even a Luſtre on the Throne it 
felf, when he is employed; by his Prince, and 
. render him the Darling of the People. His 
Ambition to ſerve the Queen and the Nation was 
always Laudable, without any ſordid Views of 
private Intereſt and Advantage; and ſo exten- 
five is his Generoſity, that her late Majeſty bay 
en- 
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of the Church and State, while that Hypocrite 
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ſenſihle, when She was beſtowing her Favours - 


upon him, She was providing for Thouſands of 
her People. His Perſon has been expoſed in ſe- 
veral Engagements, and his Eſtate as often 


Plundered by the Enemies of our Country; ſo 


that even to ſuſpect him after this, to be i 


any other Intereſt, is a Contradiction to our Rea- 


* 


fon and our Senſes. 5 
And now I am upon this Subject, it would 
be Injuſtice not to mention the Services of my 


Lord Bolinobrobe, whoſe unſhaken Fidelity to his 


Queen, and Aſſiſtance and Advice againſt the 


Evil Counſel of ſome about Her, are ſufficient - 
to recommend him to thoſe who have any De- 


ference or Reſpect for the Memory of their S 


dvereigu, and to render him as = odious to 
uch People, who have openly in 
when Dead, and trampled on her Aſhes with 


ulted Her 
Contempt. Beſides, his Talents and great Ca- 


an tor Publick Buſineſs, and the moſt Impor- 


ant Councils of his Prince, are acknowledged 


even by his Enemies, and his Honour and la- 


teprity are ſuch, as Shine as bright as any other 
of his Endowments; For he was no more to be 
prevailed on to Countenance any Thing to the 
Rae of the Happy Settlement we now En- 
joy, than the Sun or Moon to he diverted from 


their Courſe, and he dehes all the Malice and 


Perſecution of his Enemies to prove it: 


There are ſeveral others whoſe Names will be 


tranſmitted to Poſterity with Advantage, bur 


It is not to my prefent Purpoſe to enlarge upon 
their Characters; all honeſt Men are convinced, 
that little could be done by them for the Service 
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in Buſineſs, that mighty Trifler of thi Ye 
waz at the Head of their Affairs, whoſe Fats. 
is Tricking, and who juſtly is the Contempt of 
( 1 1 24 
But as theſe Patriats are no more, ſo nothing 
can ſo much contribute to our Welfare and 
Proſperity at this Time, as the Prudent Choice 
of our Repreſentatives in Parliament; and the 
Elections drawing near, it may not be improper, 
as [ 6 0 to give ſome Advice upon this 
Head, which if followed, as it ought to by, 
may be of the greateſt Conſequence to Us a 
our Poſterity. = 
It is the e of an Engliſh-man, That 
no _—y can be raiſed, or Taxes laid upon 
him, but by his own Conſent ; His Repreſenta- 
tive in the Houſe of Commons is his Delegate and 
Truſtee, with whom he entruſts his Liberty and 
Property, and every Thing that is Dear to him; 
It is therefore of the greateſt Moment to con- 
ſider the Abilities and Integrity, and all the 
other neceſſary Qualifications of this his Repre- 
ſentative. ang; 
Any Man who deſigns a Guardian for his 
Children, would pitch upon One Whom 
thought would Diſcharge his Truſt with a good 
Conſcience, and for the Advantage of his Fa- 
mily : How Careful then and Vigilant ſhould we 
be, leaſt we be Impoſed on, when not only our 
own Family, but the whole Nation, depend 
upon our Choice? 1 
All the Train of Woes and Miſeries we have 
Experienc'd, are owing to our Selves, and have 
proceeded from the Choice of {ach to Repreſent 
u, who were either Ignorant of the State of 
| ; G our 
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our Affairs, or Forfeited their Truſt out of Inte- 
reſt: We have Cankers, and Moths in our v 
Bowels, and we meet in Vain at an Election, if 
we do not make Choice of honeſt Gentlemen 
to Repreſent us, who mind. their Country more 
than themſelves, and prefer the Pubfick Inte- 
reſt, to their own. OT Lo Vn. POO Ls 
Ihe preſent Parliament is an undoubted Spe- 
cimen of the Happy Conſequences of a Wiſe 
Choice, and 1 may venture to propoſe it, as a 
Rule without Exception, that the ſame Houſe 
of Commons re-choſen, would make us the hap- 
pieſt People upon Earth. I have no room to enter 
into a Detail of their Proceedings, it is ſuffi- 
cient, I think, that tis to them the Country is 
Indebted for the Diminution of the Land Tax, 
and his Majeſty for the Settlement of his Revenue. 
Whatever Reproaches may be Caft upon ſingle 
Members in relation to Trifles, or Humane Fai- 
lures, from which no Man is free, perhaps there 
never was an Houſe of Commons, ſince the Ori- 
ginal of Parliaments, who had the Welfare of 
their Country more at Heart, or who have 
ſhown a more unfeigned Loyalty to their Sove- 
raign ; Their Actions are the beſt Interpreter, 
and the trueſt Evidence of their Deſigns ; and 
ſo ſpeedy were their Endeavours upon the 
Queens Demiſe, for the Quiet of the Kingdom, 
and the Support and Grandeur of his Majeſty, 
that he was ſcarce acquainted he was Xing of 
Great Britain, before his faithful: Commons ac- 
| eee him that he had a Revenue ſuitable to his 
Dignity. 5 88 4 be 

The Nature and Multiplicity of Affairs would 
have prevented their traniaRing the Buſinefs o 5 
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the next; Year, before the Six Months were ex: 
pired, in which Time they were Diſſolved by 
the Succeſſion AF, or otherwiſe there had been 
no Occaſion for another Houſe of Commons this 
Seaſon, or for putting the Country to the Fa- 
tigue and Charge of Convening themſelves to- 
get her in the middle of the Winter, His A- 
jeſty cannot be ſuppoſed to Diſſolve them, be- 
cauſe he is diſpleaſed, unleſs we can ſuppoſe he 
is Angry at their Duty, and Allegiance, or the Set- 
tlement of the Civil Liſt, The Authors of ſuch a 
Story are juſtly to be contemned; *tis Miſinter- 
preting the Thanks his Majeſty has given them 
for their Addreſs, and putting an ill and incon- 
ſiſtent Conſtruction on his Royal Gratitude. 

When I ſpeak of the Parliament, I would be 
underſtood to mean the Majority, by whom eve- 
ry Thing is Voted and Tranſacted; and ſo In- 


* terwovea were the Intereſts of his Majeſty, and 
the preſent Parliament, that whoever Endeavours 


to ſeparate the one from the other, is an Enemy 
to both. I am ſenſible, there are thoſe, who 
notwithſtanding this, are free of their Reflc- 
tions 3 but ſhall the Xing acknowledge the Fi- 
delity of an Houſe of Commons, and ſhall a Sub- 
je& have the Inſolence to Diſpate it? Or ſhall 
the King or his Subjects be the Judge? 
There is one Thing which would be Injuſtice 
to forget, that will make the Houſe of Commons 


for ever Memorable, I mean the Bill for Quali- 
Hing their own Members. A Gentleman of an 


Eſtate is undoubtedly the only proper Repre- 
ſeatative of his Country, for a Man of a ſmall 
Fortune is liable to the Temptation of a Bribe, 


op a Penſion, and he who has no Eſtate in Land, 
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to Bſtabliſh the Funds upon ite Ruin: This 
then we may take as another conſtant Rafe, to 


Vote for ſuch a One whoſe Intereſt it is to pre- 


ſerve the Land from Payments and Subſidies,” as 


well for his own, as for the Good of the Publick. 
But if his Eſtate has been acquired by the Plux- 
der and Arche of the People, the Caſe is altered; 
For this a Crime fo very Black, that it ſtrikes 


at the Root of our Conſtitution, unhinges all 


Government, and lays our Property in Common. 
Whoſdever therefore has been guilty of it, if he 
has not unloaded himſelf, and reſtored, What 
in plain Enzliſh, he has ſtolen from the Publick, 
he is without Queſtion the moſt unfit to repre- 
ſent his Country, or be entruſted with a Charge 
that requires all the Honour and Fidelity in the 
World, Such a Perſon can come into a ne 
War, or any other Scheme for our Deſtruction, 


for War is his Harveſt, and the Plunder of his 
Country the Crop he would be Reaping. 


Next to ſuch Sort of Perſons as "theſe, we 


mould be very Cautions of Chuſing Officers, or 


any who have to do with the Army, for War 
is a ſecond Nature to them, tis their Element 


and Sub ſiſtance, and few of them are Amiphibrows, 


or if they can Live, they can never Thrive'out 
of their Element. Beſides, a Standing Army, is 


of ſuch ill Conſequence, that whoever Votes for 
it, Votes for Slavery with a Witneſs; For thoſe 


who defend us only out of Intereſt, will Swal- 


low us too when they find it for their Intereſt 
to do it. 


We have had lately an Inſtance in the Slaugh- 


ter of one of our Repreſentatives, what we muſt 
expect when the Power is lodged among 15 Sol- 
. ee 
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diery: The King's Palace is a Place accondted 


Sacred, and not to be prophaned by lujuſtice or 
mM Manners; Yet all this, it ſeems is too little 
to prevent the Indignities and Aﬀronts that have 
been offered there to ſeveral other Gentlemen of 
Condition, beſides Mr. Aldworth : And if the 
Army are ſuffered to inſult even private Geu- 
tlemen in this Manner, we may ſoon expect to 
ſee, if not prevented by this Election, the Rights 
of Parliament, and Courts of Juſtice deſtroyed, 
ae our Conſtitution crumbled, into a Thouſand 
There is another Thing I would obſerve as 
worthy the Notice of the Nation, and their 
Repreſentatives: We are now upon another 
Eſtabliſhment than we were, and our Act of Set- 
tlement is in full Force. The Nature of our Mo- 
narchy is indeed the ſame, and the King's Pre- 
rogati ve as Extenſive as in the Days of his Pre- 
deceſſor; but leaſt the Natives of our Nation 
ſhould ſuffer by it, our Legiſtature provided 
Wiſely againſt employing Foreigners in the Ai 
niſtry. It ſtands to Reaſon that they cannot 
be acquainted with our Laws, or the Nature of 
our Government, That they have Councils and 
Intereſts diſtin& and different from ours; and 
if they are once entruſted with Power and Au- 
thority, they'll ſoon become Formidable. But 
our Legiſlature, I ſay, have wiſely provided a- 
gainſt theſe Things, by the Act of Settlement, 
which is as unalterable as the Articles of Union 
between England and Scotland, or Magna Charta 
it ſelf : We may as well part with all our Laws 
and. Liberties at once, as with this; and any 
one who conſents to an Alteration of any 2 
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of it, 28s more like 4 Foreigner, than à Na? 
tive of England, and ought never to Repreſent | 


an Engliſh Body of Freeholders., \ 3 
Above all, Let our Repreſentatives be Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, not only in ſand 


bat in Thing; Men who perfectly underſtand , 


her Doctrine, and Diſcipline, who have a j 

and adequate Notion of Eprſcopacy, and of the 
Dignity and Office of the Prieſthood. Without 
this, all other Qualifications are but Tinſel and 
Varniſh ; for if we loſe our urch, we loſe the 
better Part of our Conſtitution ,, Our Rights and 
Liberties will foon Vaniſh and follow it, and 


_ Univerſal Ruin will ſucceed. A True Church- 


man is throughly verſed in every Branch of his 
Principles, and has all the other Qualifications 
we defre,'inherent in him. He is a Man of the 
ſtricteſt Loyalty and Vertue, and has the Rights 
and Priviledges, as well as the Religion of our 
Nation at his Heart; he abhors the Thought of 
the Plunder of his Country, or the Miſeries of 
a Standing Army; and in ſhort, he Scorns to 
be Bought or Sold, to be Bribed or Marketted 
into a New War, or lay a farther Load upon 
his Neighbours. 1 e ae l pre 
Thus I have briefly recounted the Miſeries 
we have ſuffered, and may expect again, unleſs 
we Endeavour to prevent them by the Choice of 
ſuch to be our Truſtees in the next Parliament, as 
will Anſwer the Intentions they are Choſen for. 
Let us follow the Rules I have laid down, and. 


we cannot do amiſs ; it is in our own Power, 


we ſee, to make Choice of whom we pleaſe, and 4 

Member of the Houſe of Commons, without the 

aforementioned Qualifications, is a more proper 
pF : Pele 
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Delep ate for vice: and Pick-Pocktr, than to 1 


Repreſent the Juſt, the Loyal, the Proteſtant, 
the Landed Commons of Great Britain. 
Let me beſeech therefore, my Brethren and 
Fellow Subjects, for your own'Sakes, and the Sake 
of your Poſterity, to conſider theſe Things: Be 
not deluded or amuſed by the Noiſe of an Ill 
peace, while you feel the Bleſſings, of it, while 


- your Sons are not. Preſſed into the Wars, nor 
475 Daughters the Followers of the Camp. 
Weigh the Difference between thoſe who have 


Loaded us with Taxes, and would ſtill increaſe 
them, and thoſe that have taken off a Part of 
ſo intolerable a Burden, and would Endeavour 
to leflen it for the future. 

We ſhould conſider that without the Peace, 
our Nation at this Juncture had been undoubted- 
ly the Havock of Armies, and the Field of Battle. 
The King of France on one Hand had Landed the 
Pretender, and on the other our Guaranties the 
Dutch and the Troops of Hanover, had been called 
to our Aſſiſtance ; ſo that our Peace-makers merit 


_ juſt] your Thanks and Eſteem, if upon no other 


Conſideration, than this great Deliverance. 
The Cant of a bad Peace is a Bait only to 
draw us into another Lind War, which if we 
once Engage in, the Lord have Mercy oa this 
Poor Nation. Our Taxes will fink us into Sla- 
very, and we the Ancient Inhabitants of England, 
ſhall be devoured by Stock-Jobbers and Stran- 
gers, made a Prey to Infidels and Unbelievers, 
and all the Nations and People that ſurround us. 


We ſhall loſe our very Name and our Nation, 


and every Thing that is Dear and Valuable to 


us. Our Condition in a little Time, will me” a 
(© 
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5 of neither Remedy nor Hope, we 
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nokhing defr, but to: bewail the Loſs of out 
Liberties aud Estates, and with this ſtinging 
Aggravation, that they are Hrecoverable. Our 
ON: will be neither better nor worſe than this : 
for during the late War by the ſtrangeſt a 
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Paradox that ever was heard of, the more we 
gave, che more was required of us. And if we 
oe again to 45. in the Pound upon Land, it 
$ probable in a Year or two we mult increafe to | 
Eibe, and fo by as pdengper Sixteen, kill at length - / 
we muſt deliver all to the Military Defeniers | 

of our Property, and be content with a Pariſh 
— ce. 
What I have ſaid is Matter of Fact, and not 
of Party, and requires the Care and Vigilance - 
of every Man, who has any Conſideration or 
Ive for his Country; 1 am not Pleading for 
Party, but for Juſtice, and Juſtice is Blind and 
knows no Parties. May the odions Diſtinctions 
of Whig and Tory for ever Ceaſe, and be no 
more among us, 'and may we know no other 
Difference at preſent, but between thoſe, who 
are for a rem War, and for laying heavy and 
- unequal Taxes on us; and thoſe who in the 
ttue Senſe of the Thing are for the Liberty of 
the Subject, for eaſing us in Taxes, and for 
| tranſmitting our cunffitut ion as entire to Poſte- 
rity, as we received it from our Anceſtors. | 
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